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 SPLITTING AN AUDIO FILE 
IN AUDACITY 

INTRODUCTION 

Audacity is a powerful, free, open-source audio editing software that is widely 
used for recording and editing audio files. Whether you're working on a 
podcast, a music track, or any other audio project, Audacity provides a variety 
of tools to help you manipulate audio to meet your needs. One common task 
is splitting an audio file into multiple segments, which can be useful for 
isolating parts of a track, creating ringtones, or editing out unwanted sections. 
This tutorial will guide you through the process of splitting an audio file in 
Audacity, step by step. 

Step-by-Step Guide to Splitting an Audio File in Audacity 

Step 1: Download and Install Audacity 

➢ If you haven't already, download Audacity from the official 
website. 

➢ Follow the installation instructions for your operating system 
(Windows, macOS, or Linux). 

Step 2: Open Your Audio File 

➢ Launch Audacity. 
➢ Click on File in the top menu. 
➢ Select Open and choose the audio file you want to split. The file 

will appear as a waveform in the main editing window. 
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Step 3: Select the Part of the Audio to Split 

➢ Use the Selection Tool (the cursor icon) to click on the point in the 
waveform where you want to make your first split. 

➢ If you want to make multiple splits, you can hold down the Shift 
key and click additional points in the waveform. 

Step 4: Split the Audio 

➢ After selecting the points where you want to split the audio, go to 
the Edit menu. 

➢ Choose Clip Boundaries and then select Split. This will split the 
audio at the points you selected, creating separate clips. 

Step 5: Move or Delete Split Sections (Optional) 

➢ If you want to move one of the split sections, use the Time Shift 
Tool (the double-headed arrow icon) to drag the clip to a new 
position. 

➢ To delete a section, click on it with the Selection Tool and press 
the Delete key on your keyboard. 

Step 6: Export the Split Audio (Optional) 

➢ If you want to save each split section as a separate file, click on 
the first split section to select it. 

➢ Go to File > Export > Export Selected Audio. 
➢ Choose your preferred format (e.g., MP3, WAV), name the file, 

and click Save. 
➢ Repeat this process for each split section you wish to save. 

Step 7: Save Your Project 

➢ Once you're satisfied with the splits, go to File > Save Project. 
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➢ Name your project and save it. This allows you to return to your 
work later if needed. 

Conclusion 

Splitting an audio file in Audacity is a simple yet powerful way to manage and 
edit your audio tracks. Whether you're preparing a podcast, editing music, or 
creating sound effects, mastering this technique will enhance your audio 
editing capabilities. Practice the steps above, and you'll soon find that 
splitting audio in Audacity becomes second nature. 


